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The University at Buffalo, School of Dental Medicine is a busy, complex place. 
We have several important jobs. We provide an excellent education to our 
dental students, to our advanced education students and to practitioners 
seeking to stay up-to-date on the latest advances in dentistry through our 
continuing education programs. We advance science through our outstanding 
research programs funded primarily through the highly competitive grant 
programs of the National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research as well 
as from foundations and industry. We provide excellent oral health care to 
patients throughout Western New York, mainly patients who have difficulty 
accessing dental care. We provide outreach programs to children, veterans, 
and underserved patients in the U.S. and throughout the world. None of these 
important activities would be possible without our dedicated clinical, research 
and administrative staff.

There are literally thousands of important activities that must occur for 
our programs to run smoothly. Our staff handle everything—from assisting 
students and patients in our clinics, providing student support services, 
performing complicated analyses in our research laboratories, maintaining our 
facilities at the high standards expected of a health care facility and ensuring 
compliance with an increasing number of state and federal regulations. Like all 
outstanding support activities, one measure of the effectiveness of our staff is 
that the less you notice the work they do, the better they are doing it.

This year, the Class of 2019 focused 
on the outstanding service of our 
dental school staff by honoring 
two longtime staff members with 
prestigious awards. Senior Dental 
Assistant Lisa Durand received her 
fourth Florence Kronson Award, 
given by the senior class to the staff 

member “who has executed his/her responsibilities in a most exceptional 
manner and has contributed significantly to the welfare of the students.” 
Many of our older alumni may remember Florence Kronson who worked in 
the sterilization area and always had a kind and encouraging word for our 
students. David Miesowicz, the school’s longtime dental repair technician, won 
his second Staff Appreciation Award for “the time and conscientious efforts 
extended on our behalf.” Without the efforts of Dave over the years, we would 
not have been able to maintain our 30 year old dental units in the excellent 
condition they are in.   

These two individuals are emblematic of the commitment and professionalism 
of all our dental school staff. As our school continues to fulfill its missions of 
education, research, and service, we thank our dedicated staff without whom 
none of these important activities could occur. As Lisa Durand and Dave 
Miesowicz have shown, focusing on our students and our patients is central to 
our success.

DEAN
FROM  

THE

Joseph J. Zambon DDS, PhD 
Dean and SUNY Distinguished Teaching Professor 
University at Buffalo, School of Dental Medicine
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NewsBriefs
attendees for the first meeting 
but the number has grown to 
over 100 dentists and dental 
hygienists. Although most 
attendees are practicing in 
Western New York, other recent 
attendees include dentists 
from Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, Florida, Alabama, 
Louisiana and Canada. 

All CE presentation topics and 
content are determined by 
feedback from attendees via 
direct suggestions from prior 
event evaluations, advisory 
group meetings and/or surveys 
sent to prospective participants. 
All lectures are presented by 
faculty affiliated with UB’s 
School of Dental Medicine.

Celebratory events this year 
included a winery tour, a cruise 
on the Chautauqua Belle 
Steamboat, and a luncheon at 
the Athenaeum Hotel.

The Chautauqua Dental 
Congress celebrated its 

40th anniversary this year. 
This is an annual continuing 
education program presented 
by the UB School of Dental 
Medicine as part of its 
community outreach program. 
The intent of the meeting is 
to bring the university to the 
community. The meeting 
is held in conjunction with 
programming of Chautauqua 
Institution, a world renowned 
center for art, education and 
culture located in Chautauqua, 
New York.

The meeting was established in 
1980 by Dr. Sebastian Ciancio, 
’61, Perio Cert., ’66, and his 
wife Marilyn who coordinated 
acitivities for spouses of 
attendees. There were only 15 

40th Anniversary 
Celebration1
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NewsBriefs
Native American Pre-Dental 
Student Gateway Program
Nearly 10,500 students applied to attend dental 
school in the United States this fall. Just 16 of those 

students are Native American, according to the American 
Dental Education Association.

The Native American Pre-Dental Student Gateway Program, 
an initiative between the University at Buffalo School of 
Dental Medicine and Seneca Nation Health System, aims to 
reduce the alarming disparity by introducing Native American 
students to careers in dentistry.

“Simply put, there are not enough Native American students 
pursuing a career in dentistry,” said Joseph Salamon, ’07, 
program director and dental services director for Seneca Nation 
Health System and clinical instructor in the UB School of Dental 
Medicine.

“The program seeks to encourage and enhance Native 
American applications to dental school through exposure to 
various aspects of professional dental education, with the goal 
of diversifying the pre-dental application pool and extending 
education opportunity to the historically underrepresented 
Native American community.”

2

1

5

The program, now in its second year, provides several 
students with a weeklong internship that allows participants 
to experience the various disciplines and specialties within the 
dental profession.

Held this year from June 24-28, students took crash courses 
in hands-on clinical techniques using the latest training 
technologies, participated in an oral surgery boot camp and 
toured local oral health care product manufacturers. They also 
engaged in candid conversations with current dental students, 
and received guidance on applying to dental school and for 
financial aid.

This year, the program—which is open to Native American 
students and Indian Health Services dental staff—drew five 
students from Idaho, Kansas, New Mexico and Oklahoma.

“This program is a unique dental school pipeline in the 
United States,” said Stephen Abel, DDS, associate dean for 
student, community and professional initiatives in the UB 
School of Dental Medicine. “Reaching out to Native American 
communities not only enhances the diversity of our student 
body, but also expands the number of caregivers sensitive to 
the unique oral health issues amongst this community.”

Joseph Salamon, program director, back 
left, with students taking part in the Native 
American Pre-Dental Student Gateway 
Program in June.
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BY GROVE POTTER

Every few years, a dental student with artistic skills 
and a sense of humor gets snagged into illustrating the 
yearbook. And those books seem to be the most memorable, 
with comic sketches of students and professors capturing 
the hectic, crazy aspects of the dental school experience.
	 Three of those yearbook artists agreed to reprise their 
efforts for this edition of UB Dentist, to rekindle memories 
of dental school and perhaps trigger a few smiles from 
classmates.
	 Gretta Tomb, ’82, Jeffrey Dolgos, ’96, and Erin Topley, 
’09, each agreed to help illustrate this edition and to share 
some of their recollections of school and their experiences 
since graduating.

STILL ILLUSTRATING
	 Dr. Tomb has been at the VA Hospital in Bath, N.Y. for 10 
years, following 26 years in private practice. “After 36 years 
I still enjoy it, and at the VA we do everything,” she said.
	 A busy member of the Corning, N.Y.,  artistic community, 
Tomb does illustrations, posters and Christmas cards for 
community groups. And she has a few of her works  
hanging in her office, including an illustration of all the 
cranial nerves.
	 Tomb said she has always been artistic, and her  
father encouraged her. She went to college planning  
to become an art teacher, but the abstract focus of  
the art department didn’t fit her style. “So I kind  
of retreated into the sciences. I ended up with a  
science major and a lot of art, and I took a year off  
and somehow I thought of dentistry. I don’t know  
what made me think of it.”

at other times

Dentists by day,

“�SKETCHING WAS A 
CREATIVE RELEASE 
FOR ME”

“�I ENDED UP WITH A 
SCIENCE MAJOR AND 
A LOT OF ART”



JEFF DOLGOS GOT STARTED SKETCHING IN HIGH SCHOOL 
WHILE NOT PAYING ATTENTION IN CLASS.

GRETTA TOMB IS AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF THE 
ARTISTIC COMMUNITY IN CORNING, NY, AND  
A DENTIST AT THE VA HOSPITAL IN BATH, NY.

	 As a student at the University at Buffalo School of Dental 
Medicine, Tomb recalls doodling in class to relieve stress. “I had 
a great class. I enjoyed it, actually, although it was hard. But I’m 
still close to a lot of my classmates. And I loved Buffalo. I have a 
very soft spot for the city of Buffalo. I’m a big Bills fan.”
	 Although Tomb says drawing comics “isn’t my strong 
point,” looking over her senior yearbook she’s surprised at 
how many sketches she did. “I don’t know how I found time 
to do that. I don’t remember doing them.”

ANNUAL ‘FANELLI-FEST’ PARTIES
	 Ask Jeff Dolgos about drawing in dental school and 
you’re sure to hear about the annual “Fanelli-fest” parties.  
	 “When I was in dental school, I started drawing one of 
my classmates and that turned into this big thing,” Dolgos 
said. “Every year, we had a party called ‘Fanelli-fest’  
because his name was Mike Fanelli and I used to draw 
cartoons of him.”

	 Dolgos now has a private practice specializing in TMJ, 
facial pain and airway problems, like sleep apnea. 
(Fanelli is a dentist in Utica.)
	 Dolgos said he doodles occasionally 
now, but as a pianist and guitar player, 
he more often turns to music and 
songwriting as a creative outlet.
	 His sketching started in high 
school. “In my high school yearbook 
I sketched some of the teachers. So it 
started with me not paying attention 
in class and drawing teachers.”
	 In dental school, the drawing was 
definitely an outlet. “Everything was 
pretty serious. You don’t want to 
fail out. You’re putting a lot of time 
and money into it, so the sketching 
was a creative release for me, in 
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It was created in 1994 through the merger of the 
departments of Oral Medicine and Stomatology & 
Interdisciplinary Sciences (SIS). As Heidi Crow,  
MS Oral Sci., ’91, Orofac Pain Cert., ’91, associate 
professor and department chair reflects, “It’s 

remarkable we all get along given all the varied interests in 
oral medicine, oral radiology, oral pathology, TMD/orofacial 
pain and biomaterials that must be balanced and supported.”
	 The origins of the department were tied tightly to local 
hospitals. Willard (Scott) McCall, professor and former 
chair, recalls the hospital relationship in the early years.  
“Stuart Fischman, Oral Path Cert., ’66, was running the 
general practice residency (GPR) at Erie County Medical 
Center and Alan Drinnan, ’64, Oral Path Cert., ’66, was 
doing the same at Buffalo General Hospital. Later the merger 
of three hospitals into Kaleida Health was a particularly 

The department of  
Oral Diagnostic Sciences, 

now 25 years old, is so 
much more than  

its name suggests.

Oral Diagnostic Sciences
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HEIDI CROW WILLARD (SCOTT) MCCALL PATRICK ANDERSMAUREEN DONLEY

contentious period with power struggles between service 
chiefs.” Faculty also had a presence at the other medical 
centers, either being on staff or teaching in the GPR 
programs. Specifics of these hospital associations have 
changed over the years, but faculty still remain active with 
Alfonse Gambacorta, ’97, GPR Cert., ’98 at Kaleida Health, 
Nicole Hinchy, ’12, at ECMC and Guy DiTursi, ’86, at Veterans 
Administration Memorial Hospital. Crow herself is at 
Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center leading our 
co-sponsorship of the GPR program. 
	 There are fewer hospital dentistry rotations for dental 
students now, but the patient population in Squire Hall 
clinics has changed significantly to one with more chronic 
disease and a much higher pharmaceutical use. This 
prompted the first chair of the merged department, Norman 
Mohl, ’56, to bring faculty from the hospitals, like Di Tursi, 
Raymond Miller, ’85, GPR Cert., ’86, Patrick Anders, ’86, 
GPR Cert., ’87, Joseph Capuana, ’79, GPR Cert., ’80, and 
Nora Townsend, ’81, GPR Cert., ’82, to teach in the clinics in 
Squire now joining Elizabeth Kapral, ’13, and Joel Paull, ’68. 
“We are teaching students now how to safely treat patients 
that 20 years ago would never have been a teaching case,” 
says Anders, clinical professor and former Director of the 
Kaleida GPR. “The closure of several GPR programs has 
exacerbated this.”
	 The department faculty have significant didactic and 
clinical teaching across all four years of the pre-doctoral 
curriculum directing courses in areas as varied as critical 
thinking (Elaine Davis), oral medicine (Anders), oral 
pathology ( Jose Luis Tapia, ’12, Oral Path Cert., ’03, MS Oral 
Sci., ‘03), orofacial pain (Yoly Gonzalez-Stucker, ’05, MS 

Oral Sci., 95, Orofac Pain Cert., ’96, Perio Cert., ’02), oral 
radiology (Maureen Donley, ’80, Anne Meyer), biomaterials 
(Meyer), and dentistry for special needs (Anders), and 
geriatric patients (Albert Cantos, ’81). “We have several 
faculty also on the curriculum revision committee, and are 
well-poised to move into more case-based teaching,” Crow 
says. “Already the faculty have worked to reduce 
redundancy, added small group seminars and created 
training videos to enhance student learning.”
	 “A major contribution of the department during the past 
25 years was the introduction of digital dentistry to the 
school through oral radiology under the leadership of  
Maureen Donley, clinical associate professor,” Crow says. 
Donley oversaw the transformation of radiology from film 
to digital processing in her role as Director of Radiology. 
This work included software feature adjustments, hands-on 
workshops and calibration for faculty, development of 
monitor calibration tools, and researching new equipment 
resulting in the purchase of a digital panoramic (pan) 
cephalometric unit with transverse slice acquisition feature, 
2 digital pan units, a digital pan/cephalometric unit, a 
medium field view Cone Beam CT and a combination Cone 
Beam CT/digital pan unit. Besides managing the almost 50 
pieces of equipment and radiology staffing, she directs the 
bulk of the clinical courses in radiology with contributions 
from Graci Bax, ’05, Joseph DeLuca, ’07, Amy Gallo, ’05, 
Gambacorta, Hinchy, and Vallikanthan Nadarajah, ’99, MS 
Oral Sci., ’95, AEGD Cert., ’00. “Working here I learn 
something new everyday and I get to share it with the 
students. They are the reason I love to teach in the clinic. It’s 
a great reward to be able to watch their progress. Helping 
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Oral Diagnostic Sciences

The department 
works as a team. 

People just jump in 
to work as a team.”

PATRICK ANDERS

ALFREDO AGUIRRE ELAINE DAVIS

MICHAEL HATTON

them become better clinicians makes me a better clinician,” 
Donley reflects.
	 The ODS department also has a significant presence  
in advanced education with three programs directed by faculty: 
Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology—Alfredo Aguirre, ’01, MS 
Oral Sci, ’83, Oral Path Cert., ’83, Professor; Orofacial 
Pain—Yoly Gonzalez-Stucker, Associate Professor; 
Biomaterials—Anne Meyer, Research Associate Professor.
	 Michael Glick is contributing to curriculum in 
evidence-based dentistry and critical thinking for 
graduate students and dental professionals.
	 The faculty are also heavily involved in research 
mentoring and didactic teaching in the oral sciences 
curriculum, particularly Elaine Davis and Scott McCall who 
direct required core courses.
	 The MS Oral Sciences program was created by Norman 
Mohl to provide a core curriculum in research training that 
could apply across all disciplines. The most recent addition 
in advanced education, the orofacial pain program, began  
as a research focus in 1978, grew into a training program  
and was recognized with accreditation in 2011 under the 
direction of Crow. It is one of only 12 programs in the U.S.  
In addition to Crow and Gonzalez, the program has been 
supported by Jeffery Goldberg, ’03, MS Oral Sci., ’13, TMD 
Cert., ’13, and Seiji Ohtake, and the research efforts of 
McCall and Richard Ohrbach, MS Oral Sci., ’89, Orofac  
Pain Cert.,’89, professor, who has a lengthy history of NIH 
funded research.
	 Whether basic, clinical or educational, research and 
scholarship have been key components of the department’s 
mission. Early interests of Joseph Natiella, Oral Path Cert., ’68, 

JOSEPH DELUCAGUY DITURSI

PICTURED ARE SOME OF THE 
ODS FACULTY MEMBERS.
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Oral Diagnostic Sciences Oral Diagnostic Sciences

RAYMOND MILLER JOSE LUIS TAPIA ALFONSE GAMBACORTA

ANNE MEYER MIRZDA NEIDERS RICHARD OHRBACH YOLY GONZALEZ-STUCKER

and Michael Meenaghan, ’67, Oral Path Cert., ’72, in the 
area of implant dentistry and integration of materials with 
oral tissues brought Robert Baier and later Anne Meyer to 
UB resulting in a broadening of research to understand the 
surface dynamics at the interface of materials and host 
tissue. A strong early focus on identifying and documenting 
cases of oral pathology by George Greene, Alan Drinnan, 
Mirzda Neiders, Perio Cert., ’74, clinical professor and 
others, and extended by Aguirre and Tapia has resulted in 
one of the finest collections of cases in the world. Aguirre 
also created the Bulletin Board of Oral Pathology, BBOP, an 
internationally respected forum for oral pathology case 
discussion. Alan Ruttenberg with expertise in bioinfomatics 
and ontology is Director of Clinical and Translational Data 
Exchange. Health education and services research is the 
newest area of focus. Systematic reviews are being 
conducted on assessment of critical thinking skills in 
dentistry by Anders, Davis, and McCall. Scholarship on the 
mode and effectiveness of glucose monitoring, infection 
control and AIDS testing in the dental school environment 
has been a focus of Michael Hatton, ’82, MS Oral Sci., ’86, 
GPR Cert., ’88, Oral Maxillofac Surg Cert., ’88, clinical 
professor, Anders and Davis. Anders has been working 
collaboratively with faculty from the School of Nursing to 
implement interprofessional education and practice, 
training nurses and nurse practitioners to work together 
with dentists and to do oral health assessments with the goal 
of screening large numbers of people for oral disease. “In 
addition to the clinical faculty, the scholarship of the 
part-time faculty, including Lakshmannan Suresh, Oral  
Path Cert., ’05, MS Oral Sci., ’06, in oral pathology and 

Miller in forensic dentistry, has been really impressive,” 
Crow states proudly.
	 So what’s next? Crow answers, “These are challenging 
times. Budgetarily, we are in survival mode, but we need 
more than ever before to educate students for practice in an 
environment where they will see patients with more medical 
complications. We need to focus on differential diagnosis 
and treatment of orofacial diseases and disorders. Patients 
are more than their mouths. Patient assessment and 
treatment planning must be based not only on the patient’s 
dental needs, but also on their medical, physical, behavioral 
and social situations.”
	 “Treating special needs patients also must be more of a 
focus. We need a clinical facility here at the school equipped 
for sedation,” says Anders, a founding member of the New 
York State Office of Mental Retardation and Developmental 
Disabilities Task Force on Special Dentistry. Good news on 
that front as the School recently received word of a capital 
investment from UB to create such a clinic.
	 With such diversity of interests, how can a department 
move forward? “I and past chairs have given people room to 
do their jobs, allowed space to do their jobs,” Crow says. “We 
have regular seminars where faculty present what they are 
working on. And there are regular meetings, sometimes 
raucous but not hostile, sometimes agreeing to disagree.”
	 “The faculty in the department were really cooperative,” 
says McCall about his time as chair. Anders chimes in,  
“The department works as a team. People just jump in to 
work as a team.”
	 Diversity. Inclusiveness. Team work. Success for  
Oral Diagnostic Sciences. Here’s to the next 25 years! UBD 
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DOCTOR OF  
DENTAL SURGERY

ENTERING GENERAL PRACTICE 
RESIDENCY OR ADVANCED 
EDUCATION IN GENERAL 
DENTISTRY PROGRAMS

Jesse Joseph Adamson t
U.S. Army-Fort Lewis
Tacoma, WA

Summar S. Amin
University of California
San Francisco, CA

Doris Baclija
St. Francis Hospital & Medical Center
Hartford, CT

Amanjyot Kaur Bains ttt
Community Medical Center
Fresno, CA

Christopher G. Becker tt
Veterans Administration Medical 
Center
Buffalo, NY

Arielle Christine Burkavage
Veterans Administration Medical 
Center
Wilkes-Barre, PA

Rossana G. Cruciata
Lehigh Valley Health Network
Bethlehem, PA

Farid A. Cumplido
Woodhull Hospital
Brooklyn, NY

Michael J. DeLucia
Rochester General Hospital
Rochester, NY

Mindy D. Dogmanits
University of Rochester
Rochester, NY

Commencement 

2019
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Commencement 2019

Alaina M. Doiron
St. Joseph’s Hospital Health Center
Syracuse, NY

Matthew C. Fenigstein
Hartford Hospital
Hartford, CT

Robert S. Ferguson
New York University Langone Health
New York, NY

Kelsea E. Flannery tt
St. Joseph’s Hospital Health Center
Syracuse, NY

Janae N. Garofalo tt
Veterans Administration Medical 
Center
Buffalo, NY

Francisco Gomez-Chaves
Penobscot Community Dental 
Bangor, ME

Peter C. Gonzalez
New York University Langone
Roseman University Health Sciences
South Jordan, UT 

Juliane Elizabeth Harmon
Erie County Medical Center
Buffalo, NY

Umair Hassan
St. Charles Hospital 
Port Jefferson, NY

Elizabeth Rose Hatton
Erie County Medical Center
Buffalo, NY

Benjamin Steven Hietanen
Erie County Medical Center
Buffalo, NY

Caleb J. Holmes t
Rochester General Hospital
Rochester, NY

David A. Hornak
U. S. Army-Fort Jackson
Columbia, SC

Alisa M. Johnson
Erie County Medical Center
Buffalo, NY

Martina E. Khalek
Harlem Hospital Center
New York, NY

Rafael Khavis
University at Buffalo	
Buffalo, NY

Rachel W. Kim
Albert Einstein Medical Center
Philadelphia, PA

Christopher D. Klee
New York University 
Langone Dental Medicine
Phoenix, AZ

Michael D. Kleeman
New York University 
Langone Dental Medicine
Phoenix, AZ

Ozgur Kocaman
State University of New York
Stony Brook, NY

Jasmin C. Koleini
Bellevue Hospital Center
New York, NY

Brian R. Lawson
New York University 
Langone Dental Medicine
Nashville, TN

Dzung H. Le
St. Charles Hospital
Port Jefferson, NY

Hyung Won Lee
Erie County Medical Center
Buffalo, NY

Gabrielle Maria Leo
Erie County Medical Center
Buffalo, NY

David Anthony Lewis
Albert Einstein Medical Center 
Philadelphia, PA

Derek Lin
University at Buffalo
Buffalo, NY

Ashleigh M. Maciejewski
Erie County Medical Center
Buffalo, NY

Michael E. Mackney
State University of New York
Stony Brook, NY

Vincenzo Giuseppe Marino t

Rochester General Hospital
Rochester, NY

Lincy Markose
Ellis Hospital McClellan Campus
Schenectady, NY

David Kenneth Marple t
Kings County Hospital Center
Brooklyn, NY

Keith P. Mesidor
Veterans Administration Medical 
Center
Washington, DC

Laura C. Millan
Woodhull Hospital
Brooklyn, NY

Eli Moradi
Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center
Brooklyn, NY

Josiah J. Most
Faxton-St. Luke’s Healthcare
New Hartford, NY

Eric Michael Niles
Veterans Affairs Medical Center
Albany, NY

Nina R. Olivieri
Denver Health Care Center
Denver, CO

Anokhi A. Patel
New York University
Langone Health
Brooklyn, NY

Reena Patel
Temple University
Philadelphia, PA

Elizabeth A. Patrick
Rhode Island Hospital
Samuels Sinclair Dental Center
Providence, RI

Troy Robinson
SUNY Upstate Medical University
University Hospital
Syracuse, NY

Bradley J. Rogge
Veterans Administration Hudson 
Valley Healthcare System
Wappingers Falls, NY

Jenna L. Rogge
Veterans Administration Medical 
Center
Wilkes-Barre, PA

Kelsey Lorraine Romanowski
Faxton-St. Luke’s Healthcare
New Hartford, NY
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Commencement 2019

Marc Joseph Salme
Sacred Heart Hospital
Allentown, PA

Drew A. Satnick
New York Presbyterian
Brooklyn Methodist Hospital   
Brooklyn, NY

Krunal Shah
Veterans Administration Medical 
Center
Philadelphia, PA

Alexander Joseph Sikora t
University of Cincinnati Medical 
Center
Cincinnati, OH

Inderbir Singh
Montefiore Medical Center
New York, NY

Ryan David Smith
U. S. Army
Fort Campbell, KY

Mark A. Tardugno t
SUNY Upstate Medical University
University Hospital
Syracuse, NY

Robinson Vega
University at Buffalo
Buffalo, NY

Haani Mohammed S. Virjee
Ellis Hospital McClellan Campus
Schenectady, NY

Aniruddha S. Wagh
New York University
Langone Dental Medicine
Phoenix, AZ

Simon H. Weinstein
Kings County Hospital Center
Brooklyn, NY

Jamal T. Wells
Erie County Medical Center
Buffalo, NY

Graham David Whinery
St. Joseph’s Hospital Health Center
Syracuse, NY

Jasper K. Wu t
Veterans Administration Medical 
Center
Buffalo, NY

Jiwon Jay Yoon t
Veterans Administration Medical 
Center
San Antonio, TX

Sumra Zaidi
Swedish Medical Center
Seattle, WA

ENTERING SPECIALTY PROGRAMS

Jasmin Aiman Abdel-Malek
Pediatric Dentistry Residency
Montefiore Medical Center
Einstein College of Medicine
Bronx, NY

Uzma Adnan
Pediatric Fellowship
Nationwide Children’s Hospital
Columbus, OH

Reeya R. Boolchandani
Pediatric Dentistry Residency
Children’s National Health System
Washington, DC

Connor M. Capobianco tt
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 
Residency
Thomas Jefferson University Hospital
Philadelphia, PA

Sean D. Challenger
Pediatric Dentistry Residency
State University of New York
Stony Brook, NY

Eun Jung Cho t
Pediatric Dentistry Residency
University of Illinois
Chicago, IL

Adrian Farsaii
Orthodontics Residency
Montefiore Medical Center
Einstein College of Medicine
Bronx, NY

Kathleen Reyes Gonzales
Pediatric Dentistry Residency
Cohen Children’s Medical Center of 
New York, Long Island Jewish
New Hyde Park, NY

Paul A. Herrmann
Periodontics Residency
University at Buffalo
Buffalo, NY

Elizabeth Ashley Lenchner
Pediatric Dentistry Residency
University at Buffalo
Buffalo, NY

Ariana Christine Mendel
Prosthodontics Residency
University at Buffalo
Buffalo, NY

Dylan G. Racha t
Oral Surgery Residency 
Louisiana State University Health
New Orleans, LA

Lubomyr Ravlyk tt
Orthodontics Residency
University at Buffalo
Buffalo, NY

Hadjer Sahraoui t
Prosthodontics Residency
University of Texas Health 
Science Center
San Antonio, TX

t CUM LAUDE
tt MAGNA CUM LAUDE
ttt SUMMA CUM LAUDE

LEGEND
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Commencement 2019

Educator of  
the Year –  
Patrick Battista
Illustration by Erin Topley

Michael Robert Simon t
Prosthodontics Residency
State University of New York
Stony Brook, NY

Taylor B. Squires tt
Orthodontics Residency
University of Rochester
Eastman Institute for Oral Health
Rochester, NY

ENTERING PRIVATE PRACTICE

Ahmed Tarek Almetwally Abdelaal tt
Rhode Island

Mounika Akula
Orlando, FL

Omar Albasha
Bridgewater, NJ

Shaimaa Baqai
Frederick, MD

Chayanika Bhattacharjya
Massachusetts

Mitchell Lynwood Cardillo
Southington, CT

Vidya Cuddalore Arivudainambi t
Toronto, ON, Canada

Alejandra Flores Arellano
Big Spring, TX

Niraj Gadhavi
Essex County, NJ

Hamidreza Ghorbaniparvar
Los Angeles, CA

Juhi Dilipkumar Hirpara
Chicago, IL

Amir Ali Karimi
Potomac, MD

Jai Krishna Srikanth Kolliboyana
Peoria, IL

Yating Luo
Vancouver, BC, Canada

Nitender Kumar t
Cincinnati, OH

Neha S. Patel
Bergen County, NJ

Parthiv B. Patel tt
Dayton, OH

Yonathan Pevzner
Austin, TX

Prejith Philip Varghese
Abilene, TX

Diorgis Manuel Sarmiento
Palm Bay, FL

Ammar Fawzi Shano
Jacksonville, FL

Christian Silva Silveira
Fort Lauderdale, FL

Smita Singhal t
Pennsylvania

Ambar Tripathi
Canada

Manogna Deepthi Yakasiri
Mount Vernon, I

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 

ORAL BIOLOGY

Andrew Ying Hui Ng, BS
“Decoding the osteoclast proteome 

and the novel RGS12 function in 
redox biology”

Major Professor: Jun Qu, PhD

Ornella Mafalda Salvatori, DDS
“Factors affecting Candida albicans 

survival within phagocytic cells
Major Professors: Mira Edgerton, 
DDS, PhD and Jason G. Kay, PhD

MASTER’S DEGREES

BIOMATERIALS

Aya Ahmed Gneady Ali, BDS
“Effect of glow-discharge 

treatment of materials”
Major Professor: Anne Meyer, PhD

Khaled Mohamad Katmeh, BDS
“Non-contact optical correlations 

with periodontal treatment”
Major Professor: Anne Meyer, PhD

ORAL SCIENCES

Hajar Abdulaziz Albanyan, BDS
“In vitro evaluation of virulence 

characteristics of lipopolysaccha-
ride from two different clinical 
strains of Tannerella forsythia”

Major Professor: Ashu Sharma, PhD

Hajer Ali I Aldulaijan, BDS
“Periodontitis severity and its 

association with hypothyroidism”
Major Professor: Lisa Yerke, DDS, MS

Hazar Saad T Alharbi, BDS
“Levels of monocyte/macrophages 

differentiation cytokine IL34 in a 
mouse model of Sjögrens syndrome”

Major Professor: Jason G. Kay, PhD

Saleh Sami S Aloraini, BDS
“Comparing interactions of 

commercial and pathogenic oral 
microbes with phagocytic cells”

Major Professor: Jason G. Kay, PhD 

Maram Alsantli, BDS
“Streptococcus gordonii binding to 

dental biofilm components: role 
of different adhesins”

Major Professor:  
Stefan H. Ruhl, DDS, PhD

Maha Talal Y Alsharif, BDS
“In vitro comparison of four bone- 

height-measurement techniques”
Major Professor: Frank A. 
Scannapieco, DMD, PhD

Shahad Bakheet A Alsharif, BDS
“Development of strontium alginate 

scaffold to improve gingival 
fibroblast function”

Major Professor:  
Michelle B. Visser, PhD

Tariq Aqili, BDS
“Biocompatibility of MTA mixed 

with human platelet lysate”
Major Professor:  
Rosemary Dziak, PhD

Nadia Abdulaziz M Basha, BDS
“The effects of vitamin D 

metabolites on titanium surfaces”
Major Professor:  
Rosemary Dziak, PhD

Manab Muhammadsaleh T 
Benten, BDS
“Relationship between oral behaviors 

and jaw functional limitation for 
individuals with painful 
temporomandibular disorders”

Major Professor:  
Yoly Gonzalez-Stucker, DDS, MS
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UB*CDE is an ADA CERP Recognized Provider. ADA CERP is a service of the American Dental Association to assist dental professionals in 
identifying quality providers of continuing dental education. ADA CERP does not approve or endorse individual courses or instructors, nor 

does it imply acceptance of credit hours by boards of dentistry. UB*CDE designates these activities for continuing education credits. 

Updated 7/11/19 All information correct as of press time…UB CDE reserves the right to change tuition, dates, topics and/or speakers as necessary.

Travel opportunities with UB and through collaborations  
with other university dental schools. Please reference UB! 

TRAVEL COURSES

Marquette University School of Dentistry

CE LAND TOUR TO PORTUGAL
October 25–November 2, 2019

CE Program–Dr. Denis Lynch, Professor of Oral and Maxillofacial 
Pathology, Marquette University School of Dentistry, and Professor 
of Dermatology and Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery at 
the Medical College of Wisconsin; Dentist/Doctor: $495, 12 CE HRS.
Lecture Topics: Oral cancer and related premalignancy: Big 
tobacco’s dirty little secret about ‘safe’ alternatives to cigarettes. 
Diagnosis and treatment of recurrent oral ulcers, or, if I knew 
I was going to see this stuff, I would have studied it harder in 
school. Infectious hazards in dentistry, or, What you never thought 
you’d have to worry about after you passed national boards. Spit 
happens (and sometimes it doesn’t): The diagnosis and treatment 
of salivary gland disease.

Tour Highlights:
• Tuk Tuk Lisbon City Tour
• Saint George Castle
• Sintra Palace
• Portuguese Cooking Experience
• Obidos and the Douro Valley
• Minho and Braga

LAND PACKAGE: $3,150 PER PERSON BASED  
ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY
Call Jodi at Cruise and Travel Partners today  
(800) 856-8826!
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Owais A. Farooqi, DDS ’06, 
was recently appointed 
Director of Dental Operations 
in the Department of Veterans 
Affairs. In the position at 
VA’s headquarters, Farooqi 
has operational oversight of 
233 dental clinics across the 
nation, from San Juan, Puerto 
Rico to Anchorage, Alaska. 
VA operated dental clinics 
serve the nations’ heroes—our 
veterans—honoring them by 
providing exceptional oral 
healthcare which contributes 
to their overall health.  

Sheldon Winkler, Pros. Cert. ’71, 
has published the third edition 
of his book, “The Music of 
World War II: War Songs and 
Their Stories,” which was  
released in May 2019 by the 
Merriam Press. He is currently 
Senior Editor of the Journal of 
Oral Implantology and Execu-
tive Director of the American 
Academy of Implant Prosth-
odontics. Dr. Winkler’s textbook, 
Essentials of Complete Denture 
Prosthodontics, also in its third 
edition, has been one of the 
most popular and widely used 
dental textbooks in the world 
and is well-established as a 
standard reference.

A group of 24 students and four faculty members provided $144,000 of dental care to the less 
fortunate at a recent BOCA event. They performed over 500 extractions and 280 fillings in an 
airport hangar at Mountain Empire Airport, Rural Retreat Virginia. Dr. Kevin D’Angelo ’81, is  
always proud of how hard the students work on these BOCA trips. Many years later, students 
often recall the trips as among the most rewarding events during their time at dental school.

KEVIN D’ANGELO ’81, VIOLET HARASZTHY ’02, RAYMOND MILLER ’85, JOHN DOBOS ’79
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InMemoriamDaniel Schiavone, ’94, recently returned 
from his 10th annual trip to the Peruvian 
Amazon where he volunteers for the 
Chicago-based, Yantalo Peru Foundation. 
Access to dental care is very limited there. A 
diet high in simple sugars and starches adds 
to the community’s oral health problems, 
and it’s not uncommon to see children under  
age 6 with rampant caries and abscesses.

Dr. Schiavone funds the trips himself, 
packing several suitcases with all the 
necessary supplies and instrumentation. 
The foundation provides an operatory with 
compressed air, vacuum and a basic Ritter 
dental chair. The green clinic in the remote 
Amazon often hosts 
medical volunteers 
and surgical teams 
from various 
parts of the US. 
Anyone interested 
in donating or 
volunteering can 
learn more at www.
Yantalo.org.

Kevin J. Hanley ’78 received the Harvey 
Sprowl Leadership Award at the Eighth 
District Presidents reception. The award 
was established to recognize the long 
term contributions of members of the 
Eighth District Dental Society to  
organized dentistry. 

DR. BRENDAN DOWD PRESENTED THE AWARD  
TO DR. KEVIN HANLEY.

Ronnie J. “RJ” Holland, Pediatric 
Dent Cert., ’18, 33, died suddenly 
on April 26, 2019. He was practic-
ing dentistry in the Jonesboro, 
Arkansas area. He received his 
DDS from the University of Ten-
nessee before joining UB’s Ad-
vanced Education in Pediatric 
Dentistry program. He was kind, 
caring and compassionate. He 
also had a love for music, travel-
ing and hiking. Our thoughts are 
with not only his family, but also 
the residents, faculty and staff 
who worked with him so recently.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30

Richard A. Brunea, ’59, died  
August 18, 2018. He was the beloved 
husband of the late Allene M. 
(nee Lathrop), father of Bradley 
and Jeffrey (Gloria) Brunea, and 
loving grandfather of seven. 

Richard A. Bullock, ’76, passed 
away unexpectedly on March 23, 
2019 at age 69. He lived in Yucca 
Valley, California, and is survived 
by a son, Connor. He served as a 










	Blank Page
	Blank Page



