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  SCHOOL NEWS 

EXPANDING STUDENT HORIZONS: 
CDM SUMMER 
RESEARCH PROGRAM 

F or most predoctoral students, the first 
opportunity for research is during 
the summer break between the first 
and second year, when CDM offers 

a competitive research fellowship program. 
Participating in research during dental school 
benefits students, who gain the experience 
of analysis and discovery, sharpen the skills 
needed to interpret new findings that may one 
day affect clinical care decisions, and allows 
students to consider the idea of a career in 
academia. 

Applications for research projects are reviewed 
and ranked by the CDM Research Committee, 
with projects accepted based on scientific 
merit. With stipends of $3000, the number of 
awards granted depends on the availability 
of funds. Of the 25 applications for the 2013 

program, twenty were accepted, reflecting a 
broad range of topics, including investigations 
of mechanisms of human disease, therapeutic 
intervention, clinical trials, oral epidemiology, 
and health policy. 

Summer research program participants have 
the opportunity to experience the full spectrum 
of basic, translational, and clinical research, 
and are encouraged to consider research-
related careers. They are required to work 
full time for six to eight weeks with a faculty 
preceptor on an agreed-upon project. The 
program culminates with a luncheon seminar 
where students present their research. 

Applicants must first confront the challenge 
of figuring out their research project, which 
sometimes involves a bit of luck. Third-year 

student Yehuda Isseroff decided to stop by 
the office of a favorite teacher, Dr. Penelope 
Boyden of the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, Department of Pharmacology, 
who suggested he join forces with a new P&S 
faculty member from Stanford, Dr. Masayuki 
Yazawa, who was setting up his Stem Cell 
Initiative lab. And for the members of the 
“SMRF Team,” short for Summer Medical 
Research Forum, their quest for a topic led 
them to faculty involved in public health 
dentistry, led by Dr. Burton Edelstein. Their 
project continued into the academic year and 
will culminate in a comprehensive national 
compendium of healthy promotion programs 
addressing the public health problem of early 
childhood caries. 

Medical and dental research overlap in 
many areas, conceptually, scientifically, and 
methodologically, and the Medical Center 
offers a vast array of collaborative research 
opportunities. Dental students are encouraged 
to seek research experiences with laboratories 
or faculty outside the dental school, and 
historically about half work with mentors from 
the medical school and the schools of public 
health, engineering, and arts and sciences. 

Dr. Dennis Tarnow, clinical professor at 
CDM, and Dr. James Fine, associate dean for 
postdoctoral programs, offer a comprehensive 
overview of treatment planning to hands-on 
surgery, enabling general practitioners and 
specialists to integrate basic implantology into 
their private practices. In ways such as this, 
CDM continues to strengthen its stature as a 
patient-centered teaching hospital and a global 
leader in implant education. 

In addition to conducting research, there are 
ample opportunities for students to present 
their work, such as the poster presentations 
at Birnberg Research Day, and publication in 
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the two student journals, the Journal of the 
William Jarvie Society, the student research 
organization, and the Columbia Dental 
Review, a student-edited clinical publication 
featuring case presentations and literature 
reviews submitted by pre- and postdoctoral 
students, faculty, and residents. 

Participants sharpen their presentation skills, 
which prepares them to describe their work 
to potential funders. CDM annually sponsors 
student participation in regional and national 
meetings and research forums such as the 
Hunman Student Research Symposium, 
the annual meeting of the International and 
American Association for Dental Research 
(IADR, AADR), the Greater New York Dental 
Meeting, the ADA/Dentsply Student Clinician 
Research Program, and the Annual Dental 
Education Students’ Conference on Research. 
CDM students have received awards at several 
competitions, including in 2011, when two 
CDM summer research fellows were honored 
for their scientific excellence at the AADR 
annual meeting with the second-place Hatton 
Award for predoctoral students, and a Hatton 
Finalist Award for their research conducted in 
the laboratory of Dr. Jeremy Mao. 

Research plays an increasingly important role 
at CDM, as it does in all four of the Medical 
Center schools. Reporting to Dean Stohler 
regarding coordinating the summer research 
program and overall research activities is 
Dr. Carol Kunzel, director of the Office of 
Research Administration (ORA), assisted by 
Ms. Kelli Johnson, CDM Grants Manager. 
Increasing CDM’s ties with research programs 
across the campus is a challenging project. 
While opportunities exist, identifying them 
and linking appropriate faculty is the “fun” 
part, according to Dr. Kunzel. Faculty 
members are advised throughout the year 
regarding funded research opportunities 
available from organizations and sources 
both within and outside of the CUMC 
community. The ORA works closely with 
CUMC’s Sponsored Projects Administration 
to facilitate the successful submission of grants 
as well as IRB protocols, ensuring their timely 
renewal. In early 2014, CDM had 22 active 
government-funded projects and six industry-
and foundation-funded projects. 

JESSICA QUICK,
NATALI NUÑEZ ’16: 
As Summer Research 
Fellowship recipients, we 
had the opportunity to learn 
more about the exciting field 
of public health dentistry. 
Our project focused on the 
pediatric population, and our 
goal was to identify all of the 

early childhood caries intervention programs currently 
underway across the United States. Under the guidance 
of Dr. Burton Edelstein, we explored dental care for the 
Medicaid population. We explored different research 
methods while honing our research skills. In addition 
to project updates and faculty feedback, the SMRF 
meetings provided us with valuable insights about 
current issues in healthcare policy. From introductory 
lectures on Medicaid and the social determinants of 
health, to discussions on the future of chronic disease 
management and organized dentistry, we learned 
fundamental principles that will undoubtedly remain 
with us for the rest of our dental education and careers. 

LUKE SOLETIC ’16: 
This summer I worked with 
Dr. Georgia Malandraki at 
the Swallowing, Voice, and 
Neuroimaging Laboratory 
at Columbia Teachers 
College. I fortuitously came 
across this opportunity via 
a posting by Dr. Malandraki 
in Columbia’s Hellenic 

Association’s Facebook group seeking summer 
research help. Because I was looking for a clinically 
based project, I quickly jumped at the opportunity. My 
work mostly involved assisting in dysphagia research, 
a unique niche of speech and language pathology. Each 
day was a learning opportunity that allowed me to apply 
knowledge gained in my first year of dental school, 
particularly in head and neck anatomy. I helped to set 
up, observe, and assist with a variety of patient exams, 
perform data analyses, conduct literature reviews, and 
assist with clinical pilot studies. My personal project 
involved investigating the connection of reduced 
lingual strength on dysphagia in a post-stroke patient 
population, with which I’m still involved. 

Dr. Lynn Tepper, a faculty 
mentor, reports that Anshul 
Mainkar and Ashley Coffey 
’16, “third generation 
summer research fellows,” 
participated as the third 
team of summer research 
students on a research 
project, “Dental Anxiety in 
Washington Heights.” Anshul 
and Ashley are now looking 
much more specifically as to 
why our community residents 
have such a high degree 
of dental anxiety. They are 
looking at such factors as the 
role of language barriers as 
a cause of dental anxiety, as 
well as specific characteristics 
of our community patient 
population, consisting 
of an epidemiological 
approach to better defining 
and understanding dental 
anxiety. These students have 
also collaborated with the 
New York State Psychiatric 
Institute’s Anxiety Disorders 
Clinic, which has a special 
program in place to treat the 
Hispanic patient population. 
Learning is always ongoing 
when enthusiasm is high. 
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  STUDENT NEWS 

PRACTICE MANAGEMENT 
CURRICULUM IN A DIGITAL AGE 

W hen dental students at CDM graduate, they will have their 
degree in hand. They will also have the skills to create 
their own practice website. The Practice Management 

course, offered last year by Dr. Tamar Schiller, introduces students 
to concepts in finance, operations, management, leadership, and 
marketing. In a website assignment, introduced into the course last 
year, students had to think about how to convey who they are to their 
prospective patients. Similar to planning an office, they designed the 
layout of their page by considering color scheme and the placement of 

pictures, text, patient forms, and videos. Students found the assignment 
engaging and relevant. Wing Chan, fourth year student, said, “I really 
enjoyed creating the website for my practice. Although I feel very far 
from my dream of becoming a pediatric dentist, the website allowed 
me to better envision the type of pediatric dentist I want to be and the 
practice philosophy I want to have.” In addition to the creation of the 
website, the assignment highlighted the importance of having a web 
presence, since online searches and ratings are increasingly used by 
patients to select healthcare professionals. 
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  ALUMNI NEWS 

“We were the 
first post-World 
War II class, the 

last to have Navy 
V12 members, 

and General 
Eisenhower was 

Columbia University 
president.” 

BERNARD YANOWITZ 
’49, REMEMBERS HIS 
TIME AT CDM FONDLY 
Bernard Yanowitz ’49, remembers his time at CDM fondly. “We 

were the first post-World War II class, the last to have Navy V12 
members, and General Eisenhower was Columbia University 

president.” New York at that time was changing at an exhilarating pace. 
“We had great baseball with DiMaggio at his prime with the Yankees 
and Jackie Robinson making history with the Dodgers. There was a big 
fuss in the city when the subway fare went from a nickel to a dime. And 
I remember a newspaper strike when Mayor LaGuardia read the funnies 
over the radio.” 

Dr. Yanowitz says he owes so much to the Navy V12 program. “It made 
my Columbia degree possible. They paid for all my pre-dental and got 
me into Columbia. I still remember the thrill I had when I went down to 
the main campus on 116th Street and exchanged my sailor suit for a more 

officer-like midshipman uniform. I like to think I repaid the Navy by 
serving as a dental officer during the Korean War. After my naval service 
I settled in the Washington, D.C. area. Many of my patients were senators, 
congressmen, cabinet members, ambassadors, and news media people.” 
Dr. Yanowitz says that CDM stayed with him throughout his career. “I 
was grateful for my fine Columbia education, and when I became active 
in Washington, D.C. dental society activities, I had many occasions to 
invite Columbia faculty as speakers to our meetings and clinics.” 

Dr. Yanowitz retired in 1991 after more than 30 years in practice. He 
is the former president of the District of Columbia Dental Society and 
the Maimonides Dental Society. He splits his time between Bethesda, 
Maryland, and Florida with his wife of 63 years, Helen, his five children, 
and eight grandchildren. 
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CDM AUTHORS ARE BEST 
SELLERS AT CAA BOOKFAIR 

Two CDM alumni exhibited their books at the second 
CAA Alumni Book Fair, held last October in Lerner 
Hall during the CAA Columbia Alumni Leaders 

weekend. The books, “Owsley and Me: My LSD Family” 
and “Savior’s Day,” reportedly had the highest sales of 
the day! 

Alumni Director Melissa Welsh poses with Dr. Rhoney 
Stanley ’79, and her book “Owsley and Me: My LSD 
Family,” which chronicles her adventures in Berkeley, 
California, in the 1960s, hanging out with the Grateful 
Dead and working in an underground lab making 
psychedelics. Dr. Stanley currently practices holistic 
orthodontics in Woodstock, New York. 

Dr. Alan Winter, Perio ’76, signs his latest novel, “Savior’s Day,” a fast-
paced tale of religious and political conflict centering on the Aleppo Codex, 
an important Old Testament manuscript, a fragment of which turns up in 
New York in the hands of a dying man. Dr. Winter’s two previous novels 
are “Snowflakes in the Sahara” and “Someone Else’s Son.” He maintains a 
periodontics practice in Manhattan. 

CDM WANTS TO INCLUDE YOUR NEWS IN OUR MAGAZINES 
AND NEWSLETTERS! 
It’s easy to inform us of any awards, lifecycle events, or other announcements. Simply email 
Michael Sidman at ms4995@cumc.columbia.edu or send your information by mail to Columbia 
University College of Dental Medicine, 630 West 168th Street, New York, NY, 10032. 
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  ALUMNI NEWS 

ORTHODONTIC 
SPRING MEETING 
Orthodontics alumni, faculty, and residents attended the 
annual Thomas Cangialosi Orthodontics Society Spring 
Meeting at the Columbia Club in April. 

TOP: Alumni Society Officers (from left): Ilona Polur, Ortho 
’14; Deborah Weng, Ortho ’12; Eleni Michailidis '06, Ortho 
’09; George Pliakas '06, Ortho ’09; Jay Cho, Ortho ’07; and 
Ronniette Garcia-Leifert, Ortho '07. 

BOTTOM: Ortho faculty members Joseph Ciccio '83, Ortho '84; 
Joseph Ruisi, Ortho '87; and Melvyn Leifert with Thomas 
Cangialosi, former director of the Division of Orthodontics. 

20 CDM 

ALUMNI MENTOR 
RECEPTION 
In the mentor program, alumni and faculty open their 
offices to third-year students and offer career counseling. 

LEFT: Dr. Millie Embree, Ortho '17, assistant professor 
at the Center for Craniofacial Research and the Division 
of Orthodontics, Mike Bruno '16. 

BOTTOM: Jessica Pilloni '16, Dr. Gail Schupak, Ortho '85. 





   

 
 

 
 

  ALUMNI NEWS 
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Retirement 
Announcement 
A reception was held to mark the retirement of 
Dr. David J. Zegarelli ’69, professor and director of 
the Division of Oral Pathology. Pictured are 
Dr. Zegarelli and family. 
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GLOBAL CENTER NEWS 

EAST ASIA 

O n April 8, 2014, Jeremy Mao, DDS, PhD, Columbia 
University College of Dental Medicine (CDM) Edwin S. 
Robinson professor of dental medicine, and CDM Dean 

Christian Stohler, DMD, DrMedDent, jointly held a symposium 
and reception at the Columbia Global Center, East Asia in Beijing, China. 
The symposium was entitled “Stem Cells and Craniofacial Regeneration.” 
More than 80 scientists, physicians, and dentists attended. Among the 
audience were 12 deans and vice deans of leading Chinese dental schools, 
and alumni. Following introductions by Joan Kaufman, who directs the 
Columbia Global Center, East Asia, and Dean Stohler, Dr. Mao presented 
scientific work in the areas of stem cell biology and tissue engineering in the 
context of craniofacial regeneration. This symposium and reception served 
to expand CDM’s international presence, and promoted collaboration with 
leading academic institutions in East Asia. The symposium was held a day 
before the 2nd International Conference on Dental and Craniofacial Stem 
Cells, of which CDM was a lead sponsor, in Chengdu, China. In Chengdu, 
Dean Stohler and Dean Zhou of Sichuan University West China School 
of Stomatology signed an academic collaboration agreement, symbolizing 
that the two premier dental schools in China and the U.S. will collaborate in 
education, research, and international exchange of scholars and scientists. 
West China School of Stomatology is the top-ranked dental school in 
China. Scholars from West China School of Stomatology began to study at 
Columbia as early as the 1940s. 

SOUTH AMERICA 

S everal alumni and prosthodontic faculty members, including Dr. 
Anthony Randi ’82 (assistant clinical professor), Dr. Ruth Randi 
’85, Dr. Jon Zamzok (associate clinical professor), Dr. Nurit Bittner 

(director of postdoctoral prosthodontics), Dr. Anthony Salierno, Endo ’79, 
and Dr. Darya Luchinskaya ’12, Prosth ’15, traveled over the past year to 
Neltume and Curarrehue, Chile, to treat underserved adults and children 
in this remote village in the foothills of the Andes. Working with a team of 
Chilean prosthodontists from the University of Conception, the outreach 
missions were organized through the Giving through Smiles Foundation, 
founded by Dr. Zamzok, to bring dental health and education to areas in 
need in the US and abroad. 

KENYA 

Agroup of students representing all four CUMC schools, led by 
Shantanu Lal, DDS, director of predoctoral programs in 
pediatric dentistry at the College of Dental Medicine (CDM), 

recently returned from a global outreach mission in Kenya. In addition to 
screenings and comprehensive care for almost 200 children at orphanages 
and homes for destitute children, students collaborated on cross-disciplinary 
scholarly projects that included Telehealth training, HIV saliva testing and 
research, water fluoridation, remote early cancer detection, and exploring 
distance learning opportunities using Google Glass. CDM also signed a 
university affiliation agreement with the Nairobi Medical and Dental 
Center for further collaboration on these educational activities. The twelve-
day mission was supported by the President's Global Innovation Fund 
(PGIF), awarded to Dr. Lal. The students enjoyed working in the Maasai 
Mara, where they also experienced a safari and hot-air balloon ride and 
witnessed the annual animal migration. Everyone returned home safe and 
happy after an extremely rewarding experience. 
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Dr. Robert 
Ambinder and 
his wife, Aileen. 

FACULTY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Dr. Robert Ambinder is retiring after 47 years as a faculty member 
of CDM. Dr. Ambinder began his career at CDM as a postgraduate 
student, receiving his certificate in endodontics in 1971, the same year 
he joined the faculty. “My 47 years of association with the department 
as both a postgraduate student and member of the faculty has filled me 
with many memorable and rewarding experiences,” said Dr. Ambinder. 
“In my career, I have learned a great deal about myself and realized that I 
made an outstanding choice when I became an endodontist, and an even 
better choice when I accepted an invitation to be part of the teaching staff 
at this institution. Dr. Ambinder went on to add, “I have enjoyed working 
with our students and sincerely believe that I have gained more from 
them, than they from me. Which is how it should be.” Dr. Ambinder will 
continue to work at his practice in New Windsor, New York 

Dr. Sahng G. (Martin) Kim, assistant 
professor in the Division of Endodontics, 
received a research grant to support his 
research proposal, “Regeneration of the 
Pulp-Dentin Complex by Cell Homing” from 
the American Association of Endodontists 
(AAE) Foundation. 

Dr. Panos N. Papapanou, chair of the Section of Oral and 
Diagnostic Sciences and director of the Division of Periodontics, and 

Dr. Moise Desvarieux, associate professor of epidemiology at the 
Mailman School of Public Health, wrote an online article appearing 
last fall in the Journal of the American Heart Association. They report 
a prospective study that shows how improving gum health is linked 
to a clinically significant slower progression of atherosclerosis. “Our 
results show a clear relationship between what is happening in the 
mouth and thickening of the carotid artery, even before the onset of full-
fledged periodontal disease. This suggests that incipient periodontal 
disease should not be ignored,” said Dr. Papapanou. For their study, the 
researchers followed 420 adults between the ages of 60 and 76 from 
Northern Manhattan who were taking part in the Oral Infections and 
Vascular Disease Epidemiology Study. 

Dr. Ronnie Myers ’79, PEDS ’80, vice dean for Clinic 
Administration, became the chair of the New York State Board of Dentistry 
on January 1, 2014. The State Education Department, under Regents’ 
direction, administers professional regulations through its Office of the 
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Professions, assisted by twenty-nine State Boards for the Professions. 
The Board of Regents, on the recommendation of the Commissioner of 
Education, appoints a State Board for each licensed profession to advise 
and assist the Board of Regents and the State Education Department on 
matters of professional regulation. 

Dr. Stephen Wallace, clinical associate 
professor in the Division of Periodontics, 
received the Master Clinician Award at the 
2013 AAP meeting in Boston. Dr. Wallace 
earned his dental degree from the NYU 
College of Dentistry and his certificate in 
periodontics from Boston University School 
of Dentistry. Prior to coming to CDM, he 

served as a clinical associate professor at NYU for nearly 20 years. 
A practicing clinician for over 42 years, Dr. Wallace is considered an 
authority on bone regeneration, sinus elevation, and dental implants. 
He has published over 30 papers and lectures widely on subjects 
related to implantology. 

Dr. Vicky Evangelidis ’87, professor in the Division of Operative 
Dentistry was selected to present a program at the March ADEA 
meeting on “Dental Service Organizations and Dental Practice 
Management Companies – Who Are They For?” The study, written 
with mentees Dr. Jenny Sun ’13 and Dr. Michael Yang ’13, discusses 
the advantages and disadvantages of working for a DSO/DPMC from 
the perspective of the management of such companies as well as the 
perspective of recent dental school graduates. 

Dr. David Albert, associate professor and director in the Division 
of Communal Health was selected for a “Building Bridges” award from 
the NIDCR to present his work at the 2013 American Psychological 
Science meeting in Washington, DC. The award is intended to connect 
two research communities that have not traditionally interacted: 
researchers in psychological science and researchers in oral health. 
Dr. Albert described the development of a clinical decision support 
system designed to help dentists and dental hygienists provide tobacco 
cessation counseling in the dental office. 

Dr. Luz Aguirre, AEGD ’99, assistant 
professor in operative dentistry, completed the 
2013 ADEA/AAL Institute for Teaching and 
Learning (ITL) program, an intensive program 
for early-career faculty and dentists who are 
transitioning from private practice to a career in 
academia. The ITL program is administered by 
the ADEA and AAL (Aspire, Achieve, Lead), 

and prepares participants to become more effective teachers and to develop 
skills that will facilitate confidence, job satisfaction, and professional 
growth in the academic environment. Dr. Aguirre is one of four Faculty of 
Color Scholarship recipients from the ADEA. 

Dr. Jeremy Mao, director of the Center for Craniofacial 
Regeneration, received $1,450,115 over five years from the NIDCR for 
“Multidisciplinary Training in TMJ Disorders/Pain: Integrating Basic, 
Translational and Clinical Science,” and $2,855,272 over four years for 
“Preclinical Models of Odontic Analogs by Endogenous Stem Cells.” 
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  PHILANTHROPY 

DR. HENRY NAHOUM 
LENDS A HELPING HAND 

The Henry I. Nahoum 
Scholarship Fund in 
Orthodontics is an 
endowed fund established 
to provide a scholarship 
to students considering 
training in craniofacial 
abnormalities. 

Dr. Henry Nahoum with 
CDM dean Christian 
Stohler, DMD, 
DrMedDent 

O n April 8, at the age of 94, Dr. Henry Nahoum remembers the 
pressure he felt as a dental student at Columbia to get it right the 
first time, whether preparing a tooth for a gold crown, preparing 

an amalgam restoration, or sealing a fixed prosthesis. It’s not that he was a 
perfectionist – he literally could not afford to make mistakes. He had to pay 
for lab materials, and while working his way through school in the early 
1940s, there was little money to spare. His financial outlook gradually 
improved over time. He received his DDS in 1943, completed his military 
service, and then practiced general dentistry in the Bronx for ten years. Dr. 
Nahoum returned to Columbia to train in orthodontics and then joined the 
faculty, supervising the postdoctoral orthodontics clinic for twenty years, 
and serving as acting chair of the orthodontics division for three years. He 
also served in admissions and financial aid, published papers on a variety 
of subjects, and conducted research that led to new treatment methods for 
orthodontics patients. All of this contributed to a sense of accomplishment 
in overcoming his Depression-era beginnings. 

At the age of 70, Dr. Nahoum moved to California to be near their 
daughter and two grandchildren. Once settled, he began teaching at the 
Loma Linda University School of Dentistry, where he is a full professor, 
and still occasionally makes the 65-mile trip to advise students. 

It was Dr. Nahoum’s memories of his years as a struggling student that 

motivated him to make life a bit easier for students by establishing three 
funds to support orthodontic residents. The Henry I. Nahoum Scholarship 
Fund in Orthodontics is an endowed fund established to provide a 
scholarship to students considering training in craniofacial abnormalities. 
The Orthodontic Research Gift for Dr. Henry I. Nahoum is a current-use 
fund supporting residents’ research projects. And The Henry I. Nahoum 
Invisalign Fund in Orthodontics supports graduate student awards. This 
fund was initiated with a gift of $25,000 from Align Technology, the 
Invisalign parent company, in honor of Dr. Nahoum’s pioneering work in 
the area of removable appliances, which laid the groundwork for Align 
Technology’s products. 

A recent recipient of the Nahoum Scholarship, June Harewood ’12, 
Ortho ’15, describes her award as a relief from the financial pressures of 
orthodontic training that will enable her to pursue her goal of a career in 
academia. After her graduation from orthodontics, Dr. Harewood plans to 
do a one-year orthognathic fellowship program. 

Dr. Nahoum’s funds all have the underlying mandate to support residents 
who are “competent but need help,” whether by hiring a statistician for a 
research project or paying for tuition. For Dr. Nahoum, knowing that he is 
helping students to manage their education with fewer worries than he had 
is extremely satisfying. 
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School of Dental and 
Oral Surgery classroom photo by 

Underwood & Underwood, Archives & 
Special Collections, Augustus C. Long 

Health Sciences Library, Columbia 
University Medical Center, 1928. 

CDM IS 
TURNING 100 
The 100th Anniversary of the College of 
Dental Medicine is fast approaching, and 
will be celebrated in 2016 2017. High on the 
list of priorities for the Centennial Campaign 
will be the renovation of the preclinical 
lab. Stay tuned for further details on the 
Centennial Celebration! 

BIEN-AIR 
USA, INC. 
CONTRIBUTES 
OVER $800K 
IN NEW 
EQUIPMENT 
FOR CDM 
Clinical training at CDM will become 
even more progressive thanks to a new 
partnership with Bien Air, USA, the world’s 
largest manufacturer of electric motors 
for dental use. Bien Air has generously 
donated and will install 275 new electric 
hand held systems for our clinics and 
simulation laboratories throughout the 
school. The mobility of this superior 
equipment will enable students to 
practice their skills outside of the clinic, 
on their own time. 

This donation, valued at more than 
$800,000, is part of an ongoing effort 
by Dean Christian Stohler to embrace 
collaborative opportunities and new 
technologies that enhance our students’ 
learning experience. CDM is grateful 
for this important donation, which will 
provide significant benefits to students, 
faculty, and patients. 

CDM JOINS IN 
CELEBRATION 
HONORING 
BENEFACTORS 
I n November, CDM participated in a special celebration of CUMC’s benefactors 

held at ColumbiaDoctors, the new medical and dental practice located at 51 West 
51st Street. The dinner hosts, Columbia President Lee. C. Bollinger, and Executive 

Vice President for Health and Biomedical Sciences and Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, 
Dr. Lee Goldman spoke of the transformative impact the donors have had on CUMC’s 
work to advance the health sciences. The benefactor names were engraved on the 
Benefactor Wall which was unveiled at the event. 

Honorees from CDM were Dale and Norman Kahn ’58, Florence and Samuel Pritz 
’33, Harry M. Levine ’24, and Letty Moss-Salentijn. Their generous support allows 
CDM to continue to provide the very best care for our patients, conduct groundbreaking 
research, and train the next generation of dentists. 

Dr. John Grbic, professor 
of Dental Medicine at 

CDM (oral biology) and 
Dr. Sidney Eisig, George 

Gutmann Professor of 
Craniofacial Surgery. 

Dr. Lynda Torre, 
director of the CDM 
Faculty Practice, 
Geraldine Connors, 
Director 
of Development 

OPPOSITE: Letty 
Moss-Salentijn, DDS, 
PhD, vice dean for 
academic affairs 
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CE HIGHLIGHTS 

In addition to offering a variety of half-day and full-day courses through-
out the year, the CE Office also runs multi-day custom courses arranged 
for international groups seeking to expand their knowledge and learn 
from our faculty experts. Recent programs included an implant contin-
uum organized by Dr. Daewon Haam for a group of dentists in Korea. 
A group of 20 Korean practitioners also came to CDM for a two-day 
program in September. 

Dean Christian Stohler and three CDM faculty members were 
invited to present a three-day conference at Osaka Dental University 
(ODU) in October on “Newest Trends in Esthetic Dentistry, Impantology 
& Periodontics” as a conclusion to ODU’s 100th anniversary celebration. 
In addition to didactic presentations, Associate Dean James Fine, asso-
ciate clinical professor Richard Smith, lecturer Gregg Lituchy ’84, and 
assistant clinical professor Thomas Magnani ’80, led hands-on sessions 
using ceramic models and materials generously provided by Biomet 3i 
and Henry Schein. 

Jocelyn Dillon, HYG ‘90, RDH, MA, associate professor and 
chair of the dental hygiene department at New York City College of 
Technology, spoke at the Patricia McLean Symposium for the Dental 
Hygienist, held at CDM in March. Her presentation, titled “Is Your 
Practice Ready to Treat the Older Adult?” focused on educating the 
entire dental health team regarding needs specifically related to older 
patients by discussing common oral conditions in the older adult and 
recommended current treatment modalities. 

DENTAL HYGIENE ALUMNI AT THE MCLEAN 
SYMPOSIUM: TOP ROW FROM LEFT: Wendy 
Quanstrom '79, Karen Harris '76, Karen Whritenor 
Cadden '78, Barbara Schwaid Rubin '76, Jocelyn 
Dillon '90, April Clark. BOTTOM ROW FROM LEFT: 
Kena Marie Spitaleri '82, Ingrid Dolye '82, 
Joanna Campbell '81, Marsha Meyer Tvizer '82 

CDM residents and alumni gathered in Barcelona in 
June for the 2nd International Symposium on Esthetic, Restorative, and 
Implant Dentistry, held in partnership with Quintessence Publishing. 

Dr. Maryam Safai ’88; Dr. Carlos 
Mendieta, Perio ’86, ’90, director of 
Periodontics at University of Barcelona; 
Dr. Dennis Tarnow, professor and director 
of Implant Education. 
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